XI
FOBGIVE me if I seem to torn aside from
my trickle of reminiscences and to labour
a point hue a leader-writer In the days
when I was a leader-writer, editor of a
daih in India I was careful to abstain
from the notorious rupee-and-virgin cliche,
Were theBntish to withdraw from India,
within a month there would be neither a
rupee nor a virgin in Bengal" But it was
impossible for an Englishman knocking
about among the martial peoples of the
Punjab and the United Provinces, and
aware of the South-West and the South, to
refrain altogether from speculation about
the course of events if races so disparate
were left to adjust matters for themselves
I do not know that much thinking or
dreaming went on in the generally rather
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